
1. General Project Description 
 
The geographic jurisdiction of the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Victor Valley 
Station comprises over 1,419 square miles of wide-open desert and mountain 
land.  The greater Victor Valley region contains the largest OHV recreation areas 
in the continental United States.  This particular aspect draws OHV enthusiasts 
from the surrounding counties of San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside as 
well as our own county residents and those traveling from Nevada and Arizona. 
 
The Victor Valley region has experienced a population explosion, in part, due to 
the affordability of housing and the availability of land acreage.  What were once 
considered to be “good riding areas” for OHV recreationists have been turned 
into commercial and residential developments.  This now causes conflicts 
between the OHV recreationists and the business owners or homeowners.  Many 
complaints rise from the noise, dust, in some instances property damage and the 
defacing and erosion of the desert landscape.  This has significantly impacted 
the limited law enforcement resources assigned in the area. 
 
Most of the OHV enthusiasts coming to the area access the desert areas directly 
adjacent to the I-15 freeways, often (unfortunately) trespassing on private lands 
as well as public lands closed to recreational vehicles.  There are 13 off-ramps 
that access the desert area serviced by the Victor Valley station, covering 31 
miles of the I-15 corridor from the Cajon Pass to the Dale Evans Parkway.  
Based on patrol deputy observation and calls for service, it is estimated that the 
number of incidents of illegal and damaging use of desert resources by OHV 
enthusiasts range from dozens to hundreds on any given weekend throughout 
the year. The Victor Valley station plans on OHV enforcement in these closed 
areas and educating those found there about the legal, open areas nearby. 
 
At the north end of these closed areas is the Stoddard Valley open area. 
Consisting of 54,969 acres, the area hosts 12 permitted OHV events including 
motorcycle, truck and buggy races, four-wheel drive tours, and new product 
testing. Typically, the types of vehicles used by the public in this area include 
motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (3-wheeled and quad), four-wheel drive trucks, 
SUVs, and dune buggies.  
 
The Johnson Valley Open area at 188,374 acres is the largest designated OHV 
open area known to exist.  This area is one of the most popular OHV riding areas 
in the California Desert.  Typically, the types of vehicles used by the public in this 
area include motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (3-wheeled and quad), four-wheel 
drive trucks, SUVs, and dune buggies.  The area hosts 15 permitted events 
throughout the year including national series competitions to include the 
American Rock Crawling Association, ProRocks and Cal Rocks. The area is also 
the home of two ACEC’s, one to protect the Soggy Dry Lake Creosote Rings, 
and one to protect the Upper Johnson Valley Yucca Rings, both unique 
vegetative assemblages.  



The Victor Valley Station area has shown a substantial increase in recreational 
use over the past year. It is expected to rise dramatically over the years to come 
due to the passing of Riverside County’s strict OHV ordinance. This increase is 
impacting the resources of the Sheriff’s Department.  An increasing area of 
concern is the OHV activity on private property and public roadways.  Often, 
users of the OHV areas will stray outside the boundaries of the designated use 
area and commit trespassing violations.  This is an ever-increasing issue, as the 
developments come closer to open OHV areas.  Additionally, local residents 
known as “garage riders” will ride their off-highway vehicles on or along city side 
streets, county roads, or across private property to get to the open desert to 
recreate.  In our area, we have documented approximately 500 law enforcement 
calls for service in the last year in regards to OHV activity.  Enforcement 
operations have been conducted and will be planned to contact violators and 
either citations will be issued or information provided as to legal areas of interest 
to the enthusiasts. 
 
The County Board of Supervisors recently approved the addition of 5 new patrol 
deputies.  This staffing increase will allow the OHV team to field more personnel. 
Our Reserves compose 65% of the OHV team, and their numbers increased by 
three Deputies.  Our enforcement plan is to use existing grant funded equipment, 
purchase a cargo van for a tow vehicle through the Victor Valley budget, and add 
the additional requested equipment to target two primary areas.  The first area is 
to continue to support the BLM and U.S. Forest Service, and other Sheriff’s 
Stations in the Victor Valley with events and routine patrol in the OHV areas.  
The second area will be to conduct routine patrols in the illegal OHV areas within 
our desert and mountain communities. This will allow for education and 
enforcement related to the new County OHV ordinance. This will reduce the calls 
for service related to OHV disturbances, and promote better relations between 
citizens and OHV enthusiasts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


